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EDITORIAL 


HE publishing of books by subscrip- 
Bip is an ancient and honorable 
business and our researches into it have 
taken us into strange fields. 

You have only to refer to the review 
of the Times encyclopedia in this issue to 
imagine what a merry chase this Lon 
Chaney has led us. 

We found it, among other aliases, 
under the name of Everybody’s encyclo- 
pedia, which reminded us, by the simi- 
larity of name, of that old fireside 
favorite of ours, Everyman encyclo- 
paedia. And looking further into the his- 
tory of that, we came upon the Penny 
encyclopaedia and Knight’s English en- 
cyclopaedia and were introduced to Mr. 
Charles Knight, author, editor, pub- 
lisher, one time secretary of the Society 
for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, 
most picturesque figure, and certainly the 
progenitor of the modern subscription 
books publisher. 

We had almost said the first of that 
company, but we remembered that one, 


Gaius Plinius Secundus, popularly called 
Pliny the Elder, had published, about 
77'A. D., 37 books of his Historia Natu- 
ralis. It came out in parts and em- 
braced, we are told, some 20,000 mat- 
ters of importance extracted from about 
2,000 volumes. Comments upon it say 
that its scientific merit is not great, that 
the arrangement is not philosophical, that 
the observations are second hand, and 
that there is little discrimination between 
the valuable and true, and the false and 
marvelous. But there is a table of con- 
tents in a separate book, and the work is 
a monument of industry and an inex- 
haustible supply of detail, reliable and 
otherwise, on a great variety of subjects. 
In fact a description of this classic work 
sounds very like one of the current re- 
views in the Subscription Books Bulletin, 

But to return to our Mr. Charles 
Knight. He was born at Windsor in 
1791 and one morning of that same year 
his father, a bookseller, was horrified 
upon entering his shop to find his friend, 
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George III, poring over Paine’s Rights 
of man. The king, we read, made no 
comment. 

Charles Knight was taken out of 
school at the age of 14, his father saying 
that he had acquired knowledge enough 
to fit him for his station in life. Never- 
theless, the elder Knight was a man of 
cultivation and public spirit, and of wide 
acquaintance among the young intellec- 
tuals, and he sold books both new and 
old; so that, as an apprentice in his shop, 
the young Charles acquired not only the 
habit of desultory reading but a good 
bibliographic knowledge. He learned 
the printer’s trade and became acquainted 
with the political excitement that was 
leading to bread riots and sabotage 
against the introduction of machinery, 
and also to an enlightened study of the 
grave poverty of the day. 

He cherished the project of a news- 
paper that might help “to reform many 
things” and that would advocate “every- 
thing that thinking men support,” tolera- 
tion, education of the poor, diffusion of 
knowledge. At twenty-one he became 
editor and proprietor along with his 
father of the Windsor and Eton Express 
and for fifty years thereafter was en- 
gaged in the production of an amazing 
quantity of editing and writing, and in 
an equally amazing number of publish- 
ing ventures. 

His father bought an imperfect copy 
of the first folio of Shakespeare and gave 
it to his son, who, having access to a fount 
of similar type, and abundant fly-leaves 
of 17th century books which matched 
the paper, composed, with the aid of the 
facsimile, and printed himself every 
missing and defective page, and made 


his copy perfect. He sold it for a tempt- 
ing price, and this careful study of the 
first folio-resulted years later in the pub- 
lishing of his Studies of Shakespeare and 
in what he always considered as his mag- 
num opus, the Pictorial Shakespeare. 
The first number of this came out in 
1838. It has been superseded in many 
points, but is still highly regarded, and 
was probably the first edition “conceived 
in the right spirit,” as H. N. Coleridge 
said of it. 

Publishing at that time was heavily 
burdened with censorship and taxation, 
two evils which Knight fought all 
his life. The newspaper stamp was 
then four pence, the advertisement duty 
was three shillings, and Knight’s pro- 
posal to collect the newspaper duty by 
means of a stamped wrapper is said to 
have given the first suggestion of the 
penny post. Always his vision and imag- 
ination carried him forward toward 
those things that we now accept as com- 
monplace. In 1820 he became editor 
and part proprietor of a London weekly 
paper, The Guardian, in which he ap- 
parently set the first example of sum- 
marizing articles in the magazines. 

Edmund Burke had estimated that 
there were only 80,000 readers in the 
country and the popular literature of the 
period was of a very low cast; Moore’s 
almanac had a great circulation and was 
implicitly believed in by the illiterate. 
“Tf,” says Charles Knight, “the great 
astrologer prophesied disaster, few would 
be the believers in success. There was 
scarcely a home in Southern England in 
which this two shillings worth of impos- 
ture was not to be found.” In his earliest 
youth Knight had organized a reading 
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club; in his twenties he had sketched out 
a plan for a weekly series that would 
bring all kinds of knowledge mixed with 
lighter matter within the reach of the 
poorest; and he always entertained the 
notion of supplanting by something 
purer and better, the literature embraced 
in Lives of the highwaymen, or The his- 
tory of witchcraft, and the cheap novels 
of the day which “revelled in murder, 
adulteries, and familiarity with the de- 
tails of crime.” These, with the New- 
gate calendar and the Book of dreams 
were almost the only variety to be found 
in the hawker’s pack. 

There was little good and useful read- 
ing within the reach of the multitude 
when Charles Knight made his first ven- 
ture into the region of popular literature. 
He published journals, annuals, maga- 
zines, cheap editions, and fine sets sold 
in parts, always with the absorbing inter- 
est that colored his whole life—the dif- 
fusion of useful books and the habit of 
reading. Among the many brilliant 
writers who exchanged their schemes 
with him and were contributors to his 
many magazines and other publications 
are Robert Mudie, Thomas Babing- 
ton Macaulay, Harriet Martineau and 
Thomas De Quincey. 

A few only of his publications can be 
described here. 

He embarked upon a large and com- 
prehensive scheme called The national 
library that was to embrace a cheap 
series of books which would condense 
the information contained in volumi- 
nous and expensive publications. 

For thirty-seven years he directed The 
British almanac and companion which 
was projected as an antidote to the trash 


that was disseminated under the name of 
almanacs, and then handed the work to 
another “with its high character unim- 
paired.” 

He superintended the publications is- 
sued by the Society for the Diffusion of 
Useful Knowledge which had been or- 
ganized in 1827 by Lord Brougham and 
which had taken its title from an article 
published by Knight in his Plain Eng- 
lishman. Two series were published by 
this society, one called the Library of 
useful knowledge and the other called 
the Library of entertaining knowledge. 

His success with his Penny Magazine, 
whose weekly numbers had sold as high 
as 200,000 copies, led to a project called 
the Penny cyclopaedia which was com- 
menced in 1833. Every article was to 
be original, and written by men who 
were authorities on the subjects taken up. 
It was to be issued in parts, one a week 
for two pence each. The Committee of 
the Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge had the honor of the work, 
but the chronic loss for eleven years was 
Knight’s and absorbed every source of 
profit in his extensive publishing busi- 
ness. His three later cyclopedias, the 
National, the Imperial and the English 
were all based on this. 

In a day when engraving was very 
expensive, he published many handsome 
illustrated sets, the Pictorial Shakespeare, 
the Pictorial Bible, the Gallery of por- 
traits, A popular history of England, 
The land we live in and London. The 
ten large volumes of London, most 
of which he wrote himself, are charm- 
ing and interesting and full of delight- 
ful engravings. They still stand on 

(Continued on last page) 
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Reviews 


Book of life; ed. by Newton Marshall 
Hall and Irving Francis Wood. 8v. 
1018S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, John 
Rudin & co. 1930 c1923-7 illus. 
$39.75 cloth, $1.50 discount for 
cash; $48.75 buckram, $2 discount 
for cash. 

This work is edited and compiled by 
Newton Marshall Hall and Irving 
Francis Wood, who jointly edited the 
Bible story, which is very similar in plan 
and make-up to the Book of life. The 
volumes are graded for pupils in Sunday 
school, where they would be most useful. 
The first volume is in large type and 
contains Bible stories retold in primer 
form. The other volumes assume an 
audience of high school age, and use the 
wording of the King James version, 
printed in narrative form. The material 
on geography, archeology and history is 
presented in a stimulating and interest- 
ing way and in more readable form than 
is usually found in a single volume with 
full notes. 

The treatment is modern, liberal and 
scholarly. ‘There are many features that 
will be useful in a library. The most 
notable of these are the good indexes, 
good illustrations, good suggestions for 
Bible study and story telling, and the 
assembling of many pictures, maps, il- 
lustrative material and games and pag- 
eants for Sunday school work. The 
general appearance is dignified. Not 
many libraries will want to pay $48.75 
for this set, and we do not recommend 
it at this price, but if secured at a bargain, 
it will prove useful. 


2. 


Columbia university course in liter- 
ature, based on the world’s best 
literature; ed. board, John W. Cun- 
liffe, chairman, Ashley H. Thorndike, 
vice chairman, Harry Morgan Ayres, 
John Erskine, Franklin T. Baker, 
Dixon Ryan Fox, Carlton J. H. 
Hayes, A. Smillie Noad, assistant ed. 
18v. N. Y.Columbia University press, 
c1896, 1902, 1913, 1917 by Univer- 
sity associates, inc., c1929 by Colum- 
bia University press. $78. 

Contents: v.1, The wisdom of the 
East; v.2, The glory that was Greece; 
v.3, The power of Rome; v.4, Medieval 
song and story; v.5, The voice of Italy; 
v.6, Old France and the revolution; 
v.7, Romance and realism in modern 
France; v.8, The great literature of 
small nations: v.9, The German mind; 
v.10, Scandinavian and Slavonic litera- 
ture; v.11, Shakespeare to Dryden; 
v.12, Pope to Burns; v.13, The roman- 
tic revival in England; v.14, The great 
Victorians; v.15, Writers of modern 
England; v.16, Early days in America; 
v.17, The American tradition in letters; 
v.18, Writers of modern America. 

According to a prospectus issued by 
Columbia University, this set is issued as 
a basis for a home study course in world 
literature. It is based on the Columbia 
University course in literature and is 
prepared by members of the Department 
of English of that university. Its pur- 
pose “is to provide, under supervision of 
University instructors, a systematic and 
intensive study of world literature, the 
textbooks for which shall be the Colum- 
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bia university course in literature... . 
By means of the course the student 
should become familiar with the con- 
tents of the volumes with greater econ- 
omy of time and effort than if he were 
working alone. He should develop a 
critical faculty and a body of literary 
standards to help him measure the worth 
of other literature. Finally, he should 
intensify his own experience in literature 
by relating it to his own life and his own 
world.” 

In a text book for such a purpose li- 
braries have an indirect interest only. 
If, as the prospectus states on page 4, 
“This course is applicable to all owners 
of the Columbia university course in 
literature . . . and to all others having 


constant access to these volumes—who 
desire the aid outlined above,” then some 
libraries might be interested to the point 
of placing the set on their shelves in 


order to make it available to those wish- 
ing to take the course but who could not 
afford to purchase the books. 

From the contents it can be seen that 
the work is arranged by period and 
country. Each main section is introduced 
by an explanatory essay giving the his- 
torical and sociological background of 
the period, e.g. volume five, The voice 
of Italy has an introduction by Charles 
Eliot Norton, and later in the same vol- 
ume articles appear on the Renaissance 
and modern Italian literature by good 
authorities. The set covers our earliest 
literature and civilization down to and 
including the best of contemporary writ- 
ing. Although the selections are of the 
highest order many will prefer to obtain 
the complete work of the various authors 
rather than to read selections only. 


To libraries this set will be by no 
means indispensable. In fact those li- 
braries (and they are many) which con- 
tain Warner’s library of the world’s best 
literature would not need to purchase 
the Columbia course. The added ma- 
terial in the Columbia course is chiefly 
of the last forty years and this is so 
readily available in other forms and 
there is such likelihood of its being in 
most libraries that investment in the set 
would not bring adequate returns. One 
of the officials of the Columbia Uni- 
versity Press writes that “we purchased 
the right to use such portion of the ma- 
terial in the Warner library of the 
world’s best literature as in the judgment 
of our Board of Editors it would be 
desirable to use in the Columbia uni- 
versity course in literature.” The reason 
given for this was that “it would be dif- 
ficult and perhaps impossible to improve 
on some of the material in the Warner 
library of the world’s best literature, 
coupled with the further fact that a 
large percentage of the valuable copy- 
righted selections which appear in the 
Warner library of the world’s best liter- 
ature could not now be secured at any 
price.” This was possibly justifiable as 
the Warner library is long out of print 
and there was therefore ground “for the 
making of such a collection as this.” 
To use publicity which would indicate 
that the Columbia course is new and that 
its compilation “represents years of ef- 
fort by nearly 300 authorities” is not so 
justifiable when the bulk of it has al- 
ready appeared in another form and has 
been only rearranged. A careful ex- 
amination of the first 15 volumes of the 
Columbia course reveals the fact that in 
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each volume of some 600 pages, only 
about 140 pages are devoted to new 
material. Both sets have short, signed 
biographies of each author, followed by 
selections from his writings, but the 
Columbia course does not reproduce the 
useful portraits which are found in War- 
ner. In many cases these biographical 
and critical essays are the same. Some- 
times the first and final paragraphs only 
are changed; often only a slight portion 
of the old material is retained; less often, 
new material is added. In many cases 
the articles are shortened. 

There is a table of contents in each 
volume and a colored frontispiece. 
There are no bibliographies but a good 
index in the last volume which covers 
85 pages. 

Not recommended to libraries having 
Warner. 

English encyclopaedia. 


For something of the history of this 
publication see the editorial and the re- 
view of Everyman encyclopaedia in this 
issue. 


Every American’s encyclopedia, an 
authoritative library of reference for 
home, school and office; ed. by Logan 
Howard-Smith, assisted by Francis T. 
Furey, Walter Hart Blumenthal, 
Charles Annandale, Herbert Spencer 
Harned, Helen Cramp, Charles Mor- 
ris. New York, Brunswick subscrip- 
tion co., c1917 by the John C. Win- 
ston co., c1912, 13, 14, 15, 16. 

For information and review see note 
under Times encyclopedia and gazetteer. 
Everybody’s cyclopedia, a concise 

and accurate compilation of the 

world’s knowledge; prepared from 
the latest and best authorities in every 


department of learning; including 

a chronological history of the world, 

etc. Prepared under the direction of 

C. Leonard-Stuart and G. J. Hagar, 

editors-in-chief; assisted by a corps 

of eminent editors, educators, scien- 
tists, inventors, explorers, etc. 5v. 

9 E. 37th St., N. Y., Syndicate pub- 

lishing co., 1912 $12. 

For information and review see note 
under Times encyclopedia and gazetteer. 
Everyman encyclopaedia; ed. by An- 

drew Boyle. 12v. London, J. M. 

Dent & Sons, Itd. 2s. and 3s. each de- 

pending on the binding. Out of print. 

N. Y., E. P. Dutton, & co., illus., 

ports., diagr. $18. (Everyman’s 

library; ed. by Ernest Rhys) 

This is not to be confused, because of 
similarity of title, with Everybody’s cy- 
clopedia and Every American’s encyclo- 
pedia noted also in this number. 

The Everyman encyclopaedia is part 
of Everyman’s library and conforms in 
size and binding to that well known 
series. It is temporarily out of print; but 
may be picked up second hand; and we 
include it here in order to emphasize its 
difference from the publications men- 
tioned above. 

It represents a rewriting and a thor- 
ough revision of Knight’s encyclopaedia, 
which in its turn was the offspring of 
the Penny encyclopaedia. 

Subjects are treated in short specific 
articles and there are a surprising num- 
ber of entries. The articles themselves 
are concise but thorough and satisfac- 
tory. Biographies, history, and classical 
subjects are particularly well covered. 

The illustrations, small drawings and 
portraits in the text, are clear and help- 
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ful. There are well selected short bibli- 
ographies at the end of important 
articles. 


This encyclopedia is too small to be 
sufficient for library reference use; and 
where there are school children in the 
family we recommend, rather than this, 
one of the newer American encyclo- 
pedias which are planned to correlate 
with the school curriculum; such as the 
World book, reviewed in the January 
number of the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin. For adult home use however, this 
is an excellent, scholarly and accurate 
encyclopedia, and its small size and neat 
appearance make it a most attractive ad- 
dition to the home bookcase. This and 
the last edition of the World almanac 
are recommended as being sufficient for 
the average home where there are no 
children. We are glad to hear it will 
soon be brought back in to print for that 
purpose. 

International standard Bible encyclo- 
pedia; ed. by James Orr. John L. 
Nuelsen, Edgar Y. Mullins, assistant 
eds., Morris O. Evans, managing ed., 
Melvin Grove Kyle, revising ed. 5v. 
Chicago, Howard - Severance co., 
1930. illus., ports., maps. $39.50 and 
$48.50. 

This was issued in 1915 and the edi- 
tion which was completed in 1929 repre- 
sents a thorough revision and is the most 
up-to-date reference book in the field. 
Its editors and contributors are sound 
scholars outstanding in the religious 
field. 

Its point of view, so important in re- 
ligious literature, can best be described in 
the words of the preface: “An impor- 
tant question in connection with a new 


reference work of this kind is the atti- 
tude to be assumed by its writers toward 
matters fundamental to the newer learn- 
ing, in so far as the latter deals with the 
structure, critical treatment, inspiration, 
and authority of the Bible. Scholarship 
of different minds leads to widely differ- 
ent conclusions, determined often by the 
presuppositions on which the treatment 
of asubject is based. The spirit so widely 
prevalent in our day which rejects the 
idea of the supernatural in nature and 
history, and the criticism which proceeds 
on this basis, must reach entirely differ- 
ent results from those attained by that 
attitude of mind and heart which rever- 
ently accepts a true revelation of God in 
the history of Israel and in Christ. It is 
the former spirit which eviscerates Chris- 
tianity of most of the vital truths which 
the Church, resting on Scripture, has 
always regarded as of its essence. With 
such a spirit, and with the treatment of 
biblical subjects resulting from it, the 
present Encyclopedia disclaims all sym- 
pathy. In fact, its general attitude may 
be described as that of a reasonable con- 
servatism. In harmony with most, 
though not all, recent works of this kind, 
this Encyclopedia is positive and con- 
structive in New Testament criticism 
and doctrine; on the other hand, while 
acknowledging the rights of a reverent 
Old Testament criticism, and welcom- 
ing any of the aids which such criticism 
may bring to the better understanding of 
the sacred Word, it differs from most of 
these ultra-modern works either in de- 
clining to accept the views of, or in 
adopting a more cautious attitude toward, 
the advanced Wellhausen school. Not- 
withstanding, the aim throughout has 
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been to secure fairness of statement on 
all subjects on which marked differences 
of opinion prevail, and in such cases— 
e.g., Baptism, the Eucharist, questions of 
church government, theories of criti- 
cism, etc.— it has been provided that the 
divergent views be presented in separate 
articles, each article being prepared by a 
leading exponent of the view set forth 
therein.” 

It embraces languages, literature, text, 
archeology, history, ethnology, geogra- 
phy, topography, art, laws, theology, and 
everything relating to the Old Testa- 
ment. 

Its binding, printing, and arrange- 
ment are exceptionally good. Its longer 
articles are signed, important subjects 
are treated fully, with sub-divisions 
clearly marked. Many articles have an 
outline of the subject at the beginning 
and an excellent concluding paragraph 
that summarizes the subject adequately 
for quick reference. There are many 
cross references, subject headings are 
well marked out, and pronunciation is 
given. Both common and proper names 
have Greek and Hebrew equivalents and 
derivation. 

There are short bibliographies includ- 
ing standard and the most recent books. 
The last volume contains a full analyti- 
cal index, Index of scripture texts, Index 
of Hebrew and Aramaic words, Index 
of Greek words, Index of illustrations, 
Index to the atlas of the lands of the 
Bible, and sixteen good maps. There are 
also small maps where needed and many 
clear and useful drawings and photo- 
graphs that illustrate the text. 

The Encyclopaedia of religion and 
ethics edited by James Hastings and the 


2. 


New Schaff-Herzog encyclopedia of re- 
ligious knowledge cover wider fields; 
but do not treat Biblical subjects so mi- 
nutely. Libraries having the Dictionary 
of the Bible by James Hastings can do 
without this although it is more compre- 
hensive, more interesting and more up- 
to-date. It is recommended to libraries 
needing another conservative Biblical 
encyclopedia. 

Knight’s English encyclopaedia. 
For something of the history of this 

publication see the editorial and the re- 

view of Everyman encyclopaedia in this 
issue. 

Library of Southern literature ; com- 
piled under the direct supervision of 
southern men of letters; ed. by Edwin 
Anderson Alderman, and Charles 
Alphonso Smith; literary ed. John 
Calvin Metcalf. 17 v. in 10. At- 
lanta, Georgia. Martin and Hoyt 
co., 1929, c1907-1929. Library ed. 
illus. ports. facsims. $50. 

This compilation has been made in 
order to “enrich the national spirit by the 
light it throws upon the life of a sincere 
and distinctive section of the republic. 
Its primary purpose, therefore, is na- 
tional enrichment and not sectional glo- 
rification. . . . It will make clear that 
the literary barrenness of the South has 
been overstated, and its contribution to 
American literature undervalued both as 
to quantity and quality.” 

Volumes one to thirteen contain well 
chosen selections from the works of 335 
authors alphabetically arranged. They 
represent orators, statesmen, historians, 
biographers, poets, dramatists, novelists, 
short-story writers, humorists, dialect 
writers, theologians, philosophers, edu- 
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cators, scientists, essayists, and journal- 
ists. There are signed biographical 
sketches of the authors included, and 
many bibliographies. Many subjects of 
course are known only locally and the 
selection of a biographer who knew and 
admired his subject has resulted in eulo- 
gistic treatment of many mediocre writ- 
ers. The chief practical value of the set 
from a library standpoint lies in the fact 
that these subjects are difficult to find 
elsewhere. 

Volume fourteen contains fugitive 
and representative poems, anecdotes, let- 
ters, epitaphs, notable sayings and a bibli- 
ography of books and special articles on 
Southern literature. 

In volume fifteen is a biographical 
dictionary consisting of thirty-six hun- 
dred short sketches. 

In volume sixteen are historical side 
lights, fifty reading courses, a historical 
chart grouping writers by period, a bibli- 
ography of Southern writers and their 
works, and an analytical index of au- 
thors, titles and subjects. 

Volume seventeen is Supplement 
Number | and may be purchased separ- 
ately for $4.25. It was copyrighted in 
1923 and contains writers of the first 
part of the twentieth century. Another 
supplementary volume is needed to give 
similar information about contemporary 
writers of importance. The editors are 
contemplating its publication. 

This publication is well edited by 
scholars of Southern universities and 
contains much of interest and charm. 
It has long been useful in libraries par- 
ticularly for the aid it gives in locating 
obscure authors. It is recommended to 
libraries having need of this material. 


These are, in general, larger libraries, 

and libraries in the South. 

The master library; ed. by Walter 
Scott Athearn, associate eds. Charles 
Reynolds Brown, Frederick Carl 
Eiselen, John Richard Sampey, Wil- 
bur Fisk Tillett, Ira Maurice Price, 
Albert Edward Bailey, James Isaac 
Vance, George Livingstone Robin- 
son, Elson Irving Rexford. 10v. 
501 Bulkley Building, Cleveland, 
Foundation Press, inc. c1924,25,27, 
29 illus., maps. $59.75 buckram; 
$69.75 fabricoid. 

This collection consists mainly of 
graded narrative selections of the King 
James version of the Bible arranged to 
help children gain a better understand- 
ing and be able to appreciate more highly 
the ordinary versions of the Bible. The 
arrangement does not parallel the order 
in which the books of the Bible are usu- 
ally arranged, which might cause some 
confusion in the mind of the reader. 
The story of the Bible is presented in an 
interesting and appealing way; and in 
make-up the set is attractive. Heavy 
calendered paper is used throughout 
which ensures clearness in both print 
and illustrations. The latter are numer- 
ous and are an attractive feature of the 
set. Many of the pictures were taken 
especially for this work. Seventeen 
maps, several of which are colored, are 
useful. 


Volume nine is a “working hand- 
book” to the set. The indexing is ade- 
quate but not always consistent as to en- 
tries. All volumes include explanatory 
notes together with Bible reference in- 
dex, except the volume entitled My best 
book, which is unnumbered. This vol- 
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ume is the weakest. It is by different 
editors and appears supplementary in 
nature. It contains a Primer, which is 
very similar in treatment but much more 
expensive than an ordinaryschool primer, 
a number of retold Bible stories, which 
are again given in the other volumes, 
and prayers for little children. 
Doubtless the set could be used to 
good advantage by religious educators 
and in the wealthy home where space 
and money are not deciding factors in 
purchasing books. It is questionable 
whether it is advisable to make so large 
an investment in such a limited field, 
there being numerous good one-volume 
editions of well-told Bible stories on the 
market. Few libraries would want to 


purchase the set; but if secured by gift 
or at a bargain it will be useful. 
Not recommended at this price. 


New human interest library; ed. by 
S. E. Farquhar; advisory eds. W. D. 
Howe, L. P. Benezet. 6v. Chicago, 
Midland press 1928 $39.50. 

This revision of an old’ work called 
the Human interest library, is so com- 
pletely changed as to be practically a 
new set. It contains many good pic- 
tures, excellent bibliographies and help- 
ful charts, is well printed and well 
bound. The contents provide useful 
supplementary material for young peo- 
ple in schools and homes. The arrange- 
ment is by large subjects and follows the 
requirements of schools to a certain ex- 
tent. Some volumes will be consulted 
more than others, and the publishers ac- 
cept orders for duplication so long as 
units of six volumes are ordered. 

The contents are as follows: 


V.1, The child and his world. Gives 


directions for guiding the activities of 
young children, suggestions for games, 
clubs, etc., also sound and helpful com- 
ment on the different subjects of ele- 
mentary school grade. It includes little 
moral stories of no literary merit and the 
pre-school suggestions are rather senti- 
mental. 

V.2, Stories of science. Well written 
articles dealing with the earth and sky, 
plants and animals, the races of man- 
kind, the human frame and inventions. 
This volume will supply answers to 
many reference questions for which 
libraries are consulted. 

V.3, Great industries. The informa- 
tion is up to date and is sufficiently non- 
technical to be easily understood. For 
many libraries this will be the most 
useful. 

V.4, Our country in romance. In 
this volume an effort has been made to 
enliven American history by using di- 
rect and sometimes imaginary conversa- 
tion to heighten the dramatic effect. For 
this reason it is not useful for reference 
work. There are, however, a number of 
excellent charts and chronological tables 
at the end of the book. 

V.5, Around the world. The infor- 
mation follows the requirements of 
school demands for supplementary read- 
ing in geography. It is recent and in- 
teresting besides being lavishly illus- 
trated. The purchaser must remember 
that many delightful books, about these 
countries, both collectively and individu- 
ally, are now available for children. 

V.6, Leaders of all times. Divided 
into two sections: Epoch makers of his- 
tory, and Great Americans. It includes 
some persons now living. It contains 
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little that can not be found in other at- 
tractive books for children. 

We have heard many comments, both 
favorable and unfavorable, about this 
set, and library opinion seems divided as 
to its merits. In public libraries where 
there is a great deal of reference work 
done, it supplies a supplementary set that 
aids in school work. If purchased it 
will probably be most useful if each vol- 
ume is classified and shelved with other 
books of similar subject matter and cir- 
culated for home use. At the price of 
over $6 a volume they are expensive for 
such use. 


For a school library it includes much 
useful material, and also much that is 
unnecessary. We do not recommend it 
for a well stocked library but it might 
prove very useful where there is little 
else to fall back upon. 


New Larned history for ready refer- 
ence, reading and research; the ac- 
tual words of the world’s best histo- 
rians, biographers and specialists; a 
complete system of history for all uses, 
extending to all countries and subjects 
and representing the better and newer 
literature of history; based on the 
work of the late J. N. Larned, com- 
pletely revised, enlarged and brought 
up to date. Donald E. Smith, editor- 
in-chief, Charles Seymour, Augustus 
H. Shearer, Daniel C. Knowlton, as- 
sociate editors. 12v. C. A. Nichols 
publishing co., Springfield, Mass. 
col. front., illus., plates, ports., maps. 
$105. 

This is recommended in Mudge’s 
Guide to reference books, so we need 
only consider here the need of libraries 
having the old edition for this new revi- 


sion. Larger libraries to whom $105 is 
not prohibitive need not question this. 
The material has been greatly aug- 
mented, with the idea of including the 
newer historical method. Smaller libra- 
ries should consider the use to which it 
will be put. It does not serve the pur- 
pose of a reading history, but is almost 
entirely for reference use. In a large 
library, both its extracts and its excellent 
bibliographies serve as an index to his- 
torical literature. In a smaller library, 
it will take the place of a good collection 
of history. It is notable, that for many 
definite points, the entire gist of the his- 
tory quoted is given, so that consultation 
beyond the New Larned gives no added 
information. Recommended. 

New world encyclopedia; a library of 
reference, superbly and profusely il- 
lustrated with hundreds of subjects in 
full color, monotone and text cuts, 
with valuable appendix and often 
sought for facts in almost every de- 
partment of human knowledge, a 
chronological history of the world 
showing the most important events in 
history from the earliest times, and a 
most comprehensive narrative of the 
great war; ed. by G. J. Hagar. 6v. 
Room 92 Bible House, N. Y., Chris- 
tian Herald publishing co., 1919 
$11.40. 

For information and review see note 
under Times encyclopedia and gazetteer. 


New world wide cyclopedia; a com- 
plete library of reference; superbly 
and profusely illustrated with hun- 
dreds of subjects in full color; mono- 
tone and text-cuts, with a valuable 
appendix of often-sought-for facts in 
almost every department of human 
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knowledge, a chronological history of 

the world, showing the most impor- 

tant events in history from the earli- 
est times, and the most comprehensive 
narratives of the world war briefly 

noted day-by-day; ed. by George J. 

Hagar, assisted by Francis J. Rey- 

nolds. 8v. and binder for supple- 

ments. 533 §. Dearborn St., Chicago, 

Consolidated book publishers, inc., il- 

lus., ports., maps. 

For information and review see note 
under Times encyclopedia and gazetteer. 
Penny encyclopaedia 

For something of the history of this 
publication see the editorial and the re- 
view of Everyman encyclopaedia in this 
issue. 


People’s cyclopedia, prepared by more 
than 200 of the most eminent editors, 
educators, scholars, inventors and ex- 


plorers; under the chief editorship of 

C. Leonard-Stuart and G. J. Hagar. 

Sv. 9 E. 37th St., N. Y., Syndicate 

pub. co., 1914. $12. 

For information and review see note 
under Times encyclopedia and gazet- 
teer. 


Pictured knowledge; ed. by Calvin N. 
Kendall. 10v. ‘Twenty-third and 
Grand Ave., Kansas City, Mo., Mar- 
shall Hughes co. c1916-29 illus., 
maps. $49.80 cloth; $59.90 fabri- 
coid; 10 year loose-leaf extension ser- 
vice included. 


This is mainly a collection of pic- 
tures with accompanying text. There is 
no logical arrangement of subject mat- 
ter, which makes it necessary to consult 
the index constantly for any definite in- 
formation. 


When found the information is so 


superficially presented as to be practi- 
cally worthless; for example, the article 
on Astronomy which includes, “Why 
the sun is your grandfather,” and the 
ridiculous explanation of facts in the 
article on page 2157 called, “Why do 
we ‘catch’ things?” 

Most of the verses and stories are 
trivial and poorly written. Slang and 
baby talk are often used and children are 
frequently referred to as kiddies. 

Under wasps in the index we are re- 
ferred to—Wasps: how they help us 
to get new shoes, page 54, but nothing 
about wasps is to be found on page 54. 

The material is not up-to-date; for 
instance, the article on Judge Lindsey 
was obviously written years ago, and the 
one on Luther Burbank is written as if 
he were still living. 

Some of the illustrations, especially 
of industrial subjects, are excellent, but 
many other pictures are weak and senti- 
mental. 

The general idea of the set seems to 
be similar to that of the Book of knowl- 
edge, but the effort to present the mate- 
rial for very young children has re- 
sulted in a weak, almost valueless set of 
books. 

Not recommended. 

Smithsonian scientific series. 

Our readers will recall that in the 
April number of the Bulletin we ex- 
pressed the hope that another less ex- 
pensive edition of this important series, 
then sold at $198, would be printed. A 
letter from the publishers dated May 22, 
tells us that another edition is now an- 
nounced at $150. This letter informs 
us that in a number of cases salesmen 
have had the pleasure of inducing pur- 
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chasers to present the series to their local 
libraries, and that they will continue in 
their efforts to do this. We are sure that 
librarians hope the salesmen will be suc- 
cessful in this attempt. When these 
volumes are available for review they 
will be described in more detail in this 

Bulletin. 

Source records of the great war; a 
comprehensive and readable source 
record of the world’s great war, em- 
phasizing the more important events, 
and presenting these as complete nar- 
ratives in the actual words of the 
chief officials and most eminent lead- 
ers. Non-partisan. Non-sectional. 
Non-sectarian. Presenting documents 
from government archives and other 
authoritative sources, with outline 
narratives, indices, chronologies, and 
courses of reading on sociological 
movements and individual national 
activities; ed. by Charles F. Horne, 
directing ed. Walter F. Austin with 
a staff of specialists. 7v. 30 Church 
St., New York, National Alumni. 
c1923 illus., ports. maps. $100 
cloth; $69.50 to sponsors, schools and 
libraries. Sold by Official Source Rec- 
ords Fund, H. C. Greene, Comp- 
troller. 

The American Legion has announced 
its endorsement of this publication and 
the entire publishing property is being 
turned over to the national organization 
of the American Legion, which will pub- 
lish the books, beginning with a new edi- 
tion to appear early this fall, under the 
imprint of “The American Legion.” 

It contains a well chosen group of 
interesting and authoritative excerpts. 
They are arranged chronologically from 


the causes of the war to the treaty and 
reconstruction. Each volume is prefaced 
by the editor with an outline of the 
war for the time covered in that 
volume. In addition, the documents on 
each event are preceded by short edi- 
torial descriptions of the incident itself 
and the documents chosen to represent 
it. These documents are from all 
sources: official reports, both military 
and diplomatic, accounts of journalists 
and eye witnesses, and analyses by his- 
torians and statesmen. They come from 
the central powers, the allies, and the 
neutrals, but both their selection and the 
tone of the editorial matter give a pres- 
entation that is patriotic and pro-ally. 
It expresses the psychology of 1914-23 
rather than that of the last few years. 
Many additional documents have been 
made available since this set was com- 
piled in 1923 and historians of the war 
have departed from the fiery jingoism 
of Mr. Horne’s comments. 

Especially interesting are the military 
reports from generals in command, on 
each battle and campaign. 

Volume*fne contains the reconstruc- 
tion and peace treaty, a pronouncing 
vocabulary, a chronology, an annotated 
bibliography, a subject index, a good 
general index, and Hammond European 
maps and comparative tables of statis- 
tics. 

The bindings are very handsome, be- 
ing facsimiles of the original bindings 
on the official copies of the peace treaty 
as they were made for each nation. The 
arrangement, typography, and illustra- 
tions are dignified and impressive. 

The set would be interesting to have 
in a personal library and of value in a 
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college or large reference library. The 
average public library will be able to 
find most of this information elsewhere, 
or will have similar material, and it is 
too mature for the school library. Its 
prevailing anti-German note will not 
harmonize with the anti-militaristic 
trend which is noticeable in many schools 
today. Because of its high price this is 
recommended only where the material 
is needed. 


Student’s New Testament compila- 
tion; comp. and ed. by Joseph Halli- 
nan. 12v. 5536 Melrose Ave., Hol- 
lywood, Calif., Student’s publishing 
corporation. c1922-28. $75. 

Verse by verse, the full text of the 
Syriac, Noyes, Moffatt, Weymouth and 
Authorized translations of the entire 
New Testament are given, together with 
copious notes from all the best known 
commentators. The compiler, Joseph 
Hallinan, has contributed occasional 
notes, and gives authority for every quo- 
tation used. There is a word- and sub- 
ject-index which is not a concordance, 
but rather an index to ideas. Old Testa- 
ment passages are referred to. The bib- 
liography of about 1000 reference books 
used gives author, title and number of 
volumes, but regrettably omits publisher, 
edition and date. The work seems to 
have been done by a Bible lover, with in- 
terest and care, in order to help students 
and to bring before them all that has 
been discovered about each verse. 

We know of no other work that in- 
cludes the same versions. The English 
Hexapla (London, Bagster. o.p.) gives 
only the earlier versions. Frank J. Firth 
(in his Holy Gospel, a comparison. Re- 
vell. o.p.) includes the early English, 


Authorized, Revised; American Stand- 
ard and Douay versions. In checking 
for the accuracy of this work thirty chap- 
ters chosen at random were compared 
with other editions of the five versions 
represented. Only a few slight varia- 
tions in punctuation and spelling were 
noted. Quotations were accurate so far 
as checked. No indication could be 
found of the standards used for the in- 
clusion of notes. Exact references to the 
concordances of Mary Baker Eddy’s 
writings are given, but she is not quoted. 

We could discover no bias toward the 

interpretations of any one denomination. 

In actual practice it has been found that 

very few readers in the public library use 

this. Recommended to theological li- 

braries. 

Times encyclopedia and gazetteer, 
superbly and profusely illustrated 
with hundreds of subjects in full 
color, monotone and text cuts, aug- 
mented by - fine collection of colored 
maps of the principal countries and a 
valuable appendix of often-sought- 
for facts in almost every department 
of human knowledge; including a 
chronological history of the world, 
showing the most important events in 
history from 7000 B. C. to the pres- 
ent date; a most comprehensive nar- 
rative of the world war briefly noted 
day by day; ed. by Francis J. Rey- 
nolds, compiled by George J. Hagar. 
8v. and binders for supplements, 
which are promised for 10 years. 431 
S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Times Sales 
co., 1929 illus., ports., maps. 

We also hear of its sale by: 
New times encyclopedia, 404 Ulmer 
Building, Cleveland, O., at $29.20; 
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Alumni Guild, Atlanta, Ga., 8v. $39.50 
and $49.50; Times educational society, 
Atlanta, Ga., 15v. $87.50 to libraries; 
National publicity syndicate, 172 Chest- 
nut St., Springfield, Mass., 8v. $100. 

Also published as: 

New world wide cyclopedia, Consoli- 
dated book publishers, inc., 533 S$. Dear- 
born St., Chicago, 8v. $33.20. 

Previous editions were published un- 

der the following titles: 
Everybody’s cyclopedia, Syndicate pub. 
co., 9 E. 37th St., N. Y., 15v. $12; Peo- 
ple’s cyclopedia, Syndicate pub. co., 9 E. 
37th St., N. Y., 5v. $12; World wide 
encyclopedia, Consolidated pub. co., 608 
S. Dearborn St., Chicago, 6v., $5.50; 
New world encyclopedia, Christian Her- 
ald pub. co., Room 92, Bible House, 
N. Y., 6v. $11.40 

Evidently a revision of : 

Every American’s encyclopedia, Bruns- 
wick subscription co., N. Y., 8v. 

We have had letters from many parts 
of the country inquiring and complain- 
ing about these sets. The complaints 
called attention to non-delivery two 
months after first payment had been 
made, to the give-away method of sale, 
to many inaccuracies found in the text, 
and to the fact that the Times encyclo- 
pedia was misrepresented as having some 
connection with the New York Times. 

The publishers have ignored repeated 
requests for a review set; so that we 
have had to borrow from disgruntled 
purchasers, and we have gathered the 
above information from many letters 
and other sources. 

Two Southern libraries have called 
our attention to the fact that the agents 
selling the Times encyclopedia have 


told librarians that the publication was 
approved by the American Library As- 
sociation. We have heard of at least one 
case when a salesman said that an 
A. L. A. endorsement was printed in a 
pamphlet, but that he “had just run out 
of copies of it.” We need not assure our 
readers that this is the first time this work 
has appeared in any A. L. A. list. 

From a Northern library we learn 
that the book is being sold on the strength 
of the statement that Theodore W. Koch 
is one of the editors. The only basis for 
this use of Dr. Koch’s name lies in the 
fact that they are using a four page arti- 
cle on libraries that he sold some eighteen 
years ago. 

We have at hand sets of the Times 
encyclopedia, the New world wide cyclo- 
pedia and Every American’s encyclope- 
dia. The first two are identical and the 
last one does not differ greatly. 

The appearance of all three is dull 
and uninteresting, the typography poor, 
paper and illustrations cheap, and the 
articles careless and inaccurate. 


The Times encyclopedia was copy- 
righted 1929 with no indication in the 
books of previous editions and titles. Yet 
the old preface remains, with thanks 


duly given to Wilson’s cabinet! We 
found a few indications that important 
subjects had been revised to 1925, but 
most articles showed no evidence of re- 
editing since 1916. The article on Pro- 
hibition, for instance, was written before 
the passage of the Eighteenth amend- 
ment. 

We could quote innumerable inac- 
curacies, such as: Hoover, Herbert 
Clare; Austin, Stephen Fuller, “Born 
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November 31/st.”; Bossuet, Jacques 
Benigne (priest) “His wife, etc.” 
Volume nine, like the other volumes, 
is unpaged. Half of it is given up to the 
World War and the remaining half to 
a miscellaneous assortment of lists, 
charts and dictionaries. Since there is 
no index no practical use could be made 
of these. We stumbled upon a table of 
contents in the middle of the volume 
between the universal history and the 
dictionary of commercial and legal 
forms. 
Not recommended under any title. 
World wide encyclopedia; a complete 
library of reference, superbly and 
profusely illustrated with hundreds of 
subjects in full color, monotone, and 
text cuts, with a valuable appendix of 
often-sought-for facts in almost 
every department of human knowl- 
edge, a chronological history of the 
world; the most comprehensive nar- 
rative of the World War briefly 
noted day by day; ed. by G. J. Hagar. 
6v. 533 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, 
Consolidated book publishers, inc., 
1919 $5.50 (This price is uncer- 
tain. Publisher flatly refuses to give 
information. ) 
Previous editions published under 
titles: 
Everybody’s cyclopedia; 
People’s cyclopedia, ed. by C. Leonard- 
Stuart & C. J. Hagar; 
New world encyclopedia, by C. J. Hagar. 
For information and review see note 
under Times encyclopedia and gazetteer. 


(Continued from page 3) 
many library shelves, as an example of 
his honest book-making. The Pictorial 


world was a series of picture books 
adapted for sale by book hawkers. 

The Weekly Volumes appeared every 
week for two years at a shilling a vol- 
ume. Among the many well known 
works which first appeared in this series 
were Miss Martineau’s Tales and Mrs. 
Jameson’s Memoirs of the early Italian 
painters. 

Today we look back upon his publica- 
tion of Lane’s Arabian nights as the 
finest book on his list, but a short article 
which he wrote in 1831 called the “Re- 
sults of Machines” probably wielded the 
most influence in his own lifetime. It 
was reprinted in his Knowledge is power 
and it is said of it, that it effected more 
good for the repression of violence than 
a regiment of horses. 

By nature he was practical and san- 
guine and impatient of restraint or ped- 
antry, and although he was quick to speak 
strongly, he made many friends and no 
enemies. In all his dealings he was con- 
siderate and honorable. He said of pub- 
lishing, “Few occupations can be hap- 
pier, great as may be the risks and re- 
sponsibilities.” And although he never 
made large sums and often suffered 
heavy losses, his life and work were a 
distinct benefaction to his time and his 
influence is apparent in the publishing of 
books today, particularly in that branch 
of the business to which this Bulletin is 
devoted. He always bitterly lamented 
the popular taste that would prefer “the 
garbage of literature to that which was 
mentally and morally improving.” His 
greatest influence was felt in the impetus 
he gave to the spread of cheap editions of 
good literature. 
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